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% Asthefall approaches, the leaves will began to turn brown, orange, yellow,
red, gold colors. Looking at the leavesis a beautiful sight; however, they will fall from
thetrees, creating a cleanup problem for residents of St. Clair County.
Burning leaves create heavy concentrations of toxic pollutantsthat are harmful to
children, the elderly, asthmatics, healthy adults...... EVERY ONE. The effects of |eaf
burning include:

Increased hospital admissions for respiratory illnesses.

Increased costsfor tripsto the doctor and medications for sensitive people.

I ncreased mortality.

Decreased visibility from intense leaf burning which increasesthe potential for
auto accidents and death.

Costsrelated to out-of-control fires such as personal injuries, property damage
and cost for fire department.

Personal injury and increased potential for injury to children.

Airborne particles can aggravate the symptoms of those with respiratory
problems.

Those with chronic problems such as allergies and asthma ar e affected.

85% of the particlesfrom leaf smoke areinhaled deep in the lungs which can
cause adver se physical or chemical effects.

Seriousforest and grass fires may result from out-of-control leaf fires.

The smoke from burning leaves affects more than just the yard or neighborhood
wher e the burning occurs.

Those experiencing respiratory problems have decreased mobility and cannot
enjoy the fall season.

Damage to streets can occur from piles of burning leaves.

L eaves can be properly cleaned up in an environmentally friendly way. Alternativesto
leaf burning arelisted below:

o =1 M UL CH using a mulching lawn mower or spread out and
mow over W|th aregular lawn mower.




COMPOSTING reducesleavesin volume by 75%.

Put leavesout for COLLECTION. call your city or trash

hauler.

" Giveleavesto a farmer or gardenerto fertilize their soil.

Takeyard wasteto alocal landscape waste disposal site.



